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Competition Script 
 
The following presentation of a typical Teen Court trial is written in script format.  The Characters speaking are found in the center of the page and are in bold.  Their dialogue is also found in the center of the page directly below the Character name.  Activity surrounding the dialogue will be found in 
(parenthesis).  All cases will vary; however, you will want to familiarize yourself with the following order of activities. 
 
The Clerk of Court takes her/his seat beside the Judge’s bench. 
The Attorneys take their seats in the front of the courtroom. 
The Defendant is seated at the Defense Table.   
The Jurors (Scoring Judges) for the case are seated in the Jury Box. 
The Judge lets the Bailiff know that he/she is ready for Court to open.   
 
Bailiff 
The Bailiff calls the Court to order using Attachment A 
  
Judge 
(Welcomes everyone to Court and puts participants at ease) 
 
Judge (to Clerk) 
“Madam/Mister Clerk will you recite the Oath of Confidentiality” 
 
Clerk 
The Clerk of Court recites the Oath of Confidentiality using Attachment B 
 
Judge (to Clerk) 
“Madam/Mister Clerk, what is the first case?” 
 
Clerk 
“Calling Case # ____________, State vs. ________________” 
 
Judge 
“Is the State ready to proceed?” 
 
Prosecutors 
“Yes your Honor.”  
 
Judge 
“Please introduce yourselves to the court.” 
 
Prosecutors 
(State your names) 
 
Judge 
“Is the Defense ready to proceed?” 
 
Defense Attorneys “Yes your Honor.” 
 
Judge 
“Please introduce yourselves to the court.” 
 
Defense Attorneys (State your names) 
 
Judge 
“Is the Defendant present in the courtroom?” 
 
Defendant 
“Yes your Honor.” 
(State your name.) 
 
Judge 
 
"Prosecution please read the criminal charge to the court" 
 
Prosecuting Attorney 
(Prosecutor reads the statement of facts: Attachment C) 
 
Judge 
"Mr./Ms. Adams do you admit responsibility" 
 
Defendant “I do” 
 
Judge 
“Prosecution, you may make your opening statement.” 
 
Prosecutor 
(Prosecutor proceeds to make his opening statement) 
 
Judge 
“Defense, you may make your opening statement.” 
 
Defense Attorney 
(Defense proceeds to make his opening statement) 
 
Judge 
“Does the State wish to call any witnesses?” 
 
Prosecutor 
(For Competition Purposes the Prosecution does not call a witness) 
 
Judge 
“Does the Defense wish to call any witnesses?” 
 
Defense Attorney 
“Yes, your Honor.  Defense calls Dana Adams.” 
 
 
Clerk  
“Place your left hand on the Bible and raise your right hand. 
Do you solemnly swear or affirm to tell the whole truth and  nothing but the truth so help you God?” 
 
Defendant 
“I do.” 
 
Judge 
“Defense, you may proceed.” 
 
 
The Defense asks the witness the questions they have prepared as they conduct the direct examination up to a total of 4 minutes.   
 
Defense Attorney 
“That’s all the questions we have for this witness.” 
 
Judge 
“Does Prosecution wish to cross-examine the witness?” 
 
Prosecutor 
“Yes, your Honor.” 
 
Prosecution asks the witness the questions they have prepared as they conduct the cross-examination up to a total of 3 minutes. 
 
Prosecutor 
“We have no further questions your Honor.” 
 
Judge 
“Does the Defense wish to re-direct?” 
 
Defense Attorney 
“Yes your honor.” 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Defense will then conduct the re-direct asking questions that came to mind during the cross-examination if time allows. 
 
Defense Attorney 
“We have no further questions your honor.” 
 
Judge 
“Does the Prosecution wish to re-cross?” 
 
Prosecutor 
“Yes your honor.” 
 
The Prosecution will then conduct the re-cross asking questions that came to mind during the re-direct if time allows. 
 
Judge 
(Mr./Ms.) Adams, you are excused from the bench.   
 
Judge 
“Defense, you may present your closing arguments.” 
 
Defense Attorney 
(Defense proceeds to make his closing argument) 
 
Judge 
“Prosecution, you may present your closing arguments.” 
 
Prosecutor 
(Prosecutor proceeds to present his closing argument) 
 
Judge 
“Bailiff will you close Court now” 
 
Bailiff 
(The Bailiff closes Court using Attachment A) 
  
 
 
Scoring Judges will be given time to complete their worksheets.  Presiding Judge will also complete his/her worksheet and chose from each trial an Outstanding Attorney (1 out of the 4). Presiding Judge will also decide on a Best Overall Defendant, Clerk, Bailiff and Attorney from each courtroom (not each trial).  
 
 
 
 
 
	




		
                                                                 Attachment A 
 
 
Bailiff 
(Competes with Prosecution Team) 
 
Open Court:   
 
All Rise.   
 
Oh yes!  Oh yes!  Oh Yes!  This honorable court for the County of  
 
Carteret is now open and sitting for the dispatch of its    
 
business.  The Honorable Judge ____________________ presiding.  God  
 	 	 	 	 	      (Judge’s Name) 
 
save the state and this honorable court.  Be seated.  
 
 
 
 
*When the monitor calls “Time”, the Bailiff will close Court.*    
 
Close Court:   
 
Oh yes!  Oh yes! Oh yes!  This honorable court now stands adjourned.  God 
 
save the State and this honorable court.     
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		
 	 	 	 	 	 	 
ATTACHMENT B 
 
 
Clerk of Court Script 
(Competes with Defense Team) 
 
 
Oath of Confidentiality: 
 
Please Rise.   
 
Raise your right hand and repeat after me:   
 
I solemnly swear or affirm that I will not divulge either by words or signs  
 
any information which comes to my knowledge in the course of a Teen  
 
Court Case presentation and that I will keep secret all said proceedings  
 
which may be held in my presence, so help me God.   
 
You may be seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
Oath for Witness: 
 
Place your left hand on the Bible and raise your right hand.   
 
Do you solemnly swear or affirm to tell the whole truth and nothing but the  
 
truth, so help you God?   
 
 
 
																Courtroom	Artist	 and Court Reporter Roles	
 
These positions have been created in order to expand a team’s participation in the Mock Trial Tournament.  
These positions are completely optional but may serve as additional team slots or as roles alternative team members may participate in if not needed on the Mock Trial Team.  These roles are judged individually 
and are not a part of the team score.  Winners will be announced in each category and will also receive awards and recognition at the award ceremony.  The Courtroom Artist and Court Reporter work 
independently (meaning no other team member, advisor, or chaperone may help edit or correct any 
material) and all reports and drawings will be due by dinner time on the day of competition.  No work may be completed in advance of the tournament and Courtroom Artists and Court Reporters will be given a 
separate area to prepare their final submissions.  Counties not competing in the Mock Trial Tournament 
may compete in the Courtroom Artist and Court Reporter Competitions.  There is no limit on the number of participants per county; however, if a team will submit more than two entries, a chaperone from that county may be required to supervise those participants at the Tournament. 
 
Courtroom Artist 
The goal of the Courtroom Artist is to capture the spirit of the Mock Trial Teen Court competition.  The work must be original and the artist cannot be assisted by any other team member, chaperone, or advisor.  
The Courtroom Artist will sit in on a round of competition where he or she will work quietly on their sketch.   Information presented in the courtroom cannot be shared outside the courtroom.  The Courtroom 
Artist will have time to complete their sketches during the day of competition.  Only pen or pencils will be allowed in the courtroom for the sketches.  Other materials (i.e. colored pencils, markers, charcoal, glue, 
fabric) may be used to complete the final submissions.  Paint will not be permitted.  Materials not listed will need to be pre-approved by the Mock Trial Coordinator prior to the day of competition.  All 
Courtroom Artists must provide their own materials and surfaces to complete their work.  No supplies will be provided by the Mock Trial Tournament.  Final submissions will be judged based on creativity, originality, and ability to capture the spirit of the Mock Trial competition. 
 
Court Reporter 
The goal of the Court Reporter is to capture the spirit of the Mock Trial Teen Court proceedings.  The 
Court Reporter will observe a round of competition taking notes for his or her final submission.  The Court Reporter will compile his or her information gathered in the trial hearing and create an article that will be submitted to Atlantic Beach Herald (a mock newspaper).  Articles may include, but not limited to, details 
from the trial, interviews, and projected case outcomes.  Final submissions will be judged based on content, grammar, originality, creativity, and ability to capture the spirit of the Mock Trial proceedings. 
 
***All works submitted in the Mock Trial Tournament will not be returned.  All participants must give consent to have their names and works used in future Teen Court publicity. *** 
 
 
Competition Scoring Sheet Guidelines	
							
	
Please remember that in order to be admitted into any Teen Court Program, the youth must first admit his or her guilt.  The trial before you is a sentencing-only phase.  This is a role-playing exercise to teach students about the right to trial by jury first, and a competition second.  Students must adhere to the scripted statement, case outline, and Mock Trial Simplified Rules of Evidence and Procedure provided.  As you rate each performance, focus on the teams’ strategy and the students’ public speaking skills, courtroom demeanor, dramatic ability, sportsmanship, and teamwork during each phase of the trial.  Use only whole numbers greater than zero.   
 
Bailiff Score 
 
Calls the court to order, closes court, maintains the proper courtroom decorum, and the timekeeper for his/her team.  Communicates clearly, demonstrates a working knowledge of duties, and responds well to any issues that may arise.   
 
Clerk Score 
 
Handles swearing or affirming the defendant, the courtroom paperwork, and the timekeeper for his/her team.  Communicates clearly, demonstrates a working knowledge of duties, and responds well to any issues that may arise.   
 
Opening Statements 
 
Demonstrates good courtroom demeanor and eye contact with jury while providing a case overview.  
Should mention the defendant, the charge, and provide a description of their team’s position for the Court. 
 
Defense’s Presentation of Case 
 
Defense Attorneys’ Direct/Redirect of the Witness 
Guides the defendant in “telling the story” for the Court.  Communicates clearly, demonstrates a working knowledge of the case, and responds well to the issues involved. 
 
 
Prosecution’s Presentation of Case 

 Prosecution Attorneys’ Cross/Re-cross of the Witness 
Communicates clearly, demonstrates sportsmanship and a working knowledge of the case. 
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Objections 
 
Communicates clearly and demonstrates sportsmanship, poise, and an understanding of the Mock Trial Simplified Rules of Evidence and Procedure when responding to or using objections. 
 
 
Closing Arguments 
 
Demonstrates good courtroom demeanor and eye contact with jury while providing a summary of the evidence and testimony.  Describes team’s position and constructive sentence from the Court. 
 
General Evaluation of Team 
 
Teamwork:  Functioned well as a team, used time effectively.  All members remained actively involved in the trial. 
 
Spirit of Competition:  Showed respect for the Court, exhibited courtesy to the defendant, and complied with rules of competition.  Responded positively to opponents or unexpected situations in keeping with spirit of fair play.   
 
 
 
Please be sure to enter a score for each area. If you feel a team did not meet the minimum requirements, please enter 0. Scores can range from 0-100. 
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